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SUBJECT: MEETING WITH PRESIDENT BALAGUER: POLITICS AND THE 
ELECTIONS 

REF SANTO DOMINGO 0931 

1 . IN MEETING WITH PRESIDENT BALAGUER REPORTED REFTEL, I 
INFORMED THE PRESIDENT THAT I PLANNED TO DEPART SOON FOR THE COM 
CONFERENCE IN WASHINGTON AND EXPECTED THAT OUR MUTUAL FRIEND, 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN, WOULD INQUIRE ABOUT HIM AND HIS 
ELECTIONS PLANS. BALAGUER ASKED THAT I CONVEY HIS WARMEST REGARDS 
TO TODMAN. HE CONTINUED THAT HE SAW NO ALTERNATIVE TO HIS 
BECOMING A CANDIDATE AGAIN. HIS OWN PARTY HAD NOT PRODUCED ANY 
STRONG CANDIDATES AND THE CALIBRE OF OPPOSITION CANDIDATES 

WAS WORESE. HE DECRIED THE DIVISIONS WITHIN SEVERAL OPPOSITION 
PARTIES AND THEIR INABILITY TO FIND UNITY AMONG THEM. HE 
ATTRIBUTED THIS UNFORTUNATE STATE OF AFFAIRS TO THE LENGTHY 
TRUJILLO DICTATORSHIP AND THE DEEP DIVISIONS THAT LED UP TO 
THE EVENTS OF 1965. 

2. WHEN IN INQUIRED REGARDING HIS RUNNINGMATE FOR THE VICE 
PRESIDENCY AS A MEANS OF ENSURING HIS POLICIES SHOULD HE BE 
ELECTED AND BE UNABLE TO FULFILL HIS TERM, BALAGUER LAUNCHED INTO 
WHAT IS BECOMING A FAVORITE THEME: ONE CANNOT IMPOSE A SUCCESSOR 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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ON THE PEOPLE. THE PRESIDENCY IS NOT AN INHERITED OFFICE, HE 
CONTINUED, AND THEREFORE A PRESIDENT, IF HE IS TO GOVERN 
SUCCESSFULLY, MUST EMERGE FROM THE SOCIETY ITSELF; OTHERWISE, 

AN "IMPOSED" PRESIDENT RISKED BEING TOPPLED EASILY, WITH ALL THE 
ENSUING CONSEQUENCES OF INSTABILITY. WHEN I ASKED WHETHER HE 
THOUGHT THE SITUATION WOULD BE DIFFERENT FOUR YEARS HENCE, 

BALAGUER REPLIED THAT HE THOUGHT THE NEXT FOUR YEARS WOULD WITNESS 
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CONSIDERABLE POLITICAL FERMENT OUT OF WHICH HE EXPECTED NEW 
POLITICAL LEADERSHIP TO ARISE. HE SAID THAT WERE HE TO CONTINUE 
AS PRESIDENT, HE WOULD PLACE NO OBSTACLES IN THE WAY OF AN 
EMERGING LEADER. HE THOUGHT THE PRD HAD AN IMPORTANT ROLE TO PLAY, 
HAD CONSIDERABLE STRENGTH IN SEVERAL PARTS OF THE COUNTRY, AND 
COULD EVEN WIN THE ELECTIONS. ' PEOPLE ARE FICKLE," HE CONCLUDED. 

3. COMMENT. IT IS REASONABLE TO ASSUME THAT BALAGUER WILL RUN 
AGAIN AND THAT HIS VICE PRSIDENTIAL CANDIDATE WILL EITHER BE 
GOICO MORALES (PRESENT INCUMBENT) OR A SIMILAR CANDIDATE WHO 
HAS NO PRESIDENTIAL AMBITION. 

4. THE PRESIDENT IS BEING DISINGENUOUS IN HIS OBSERVATIONS 
REGARDING LACK OFLEADERSHIP IN THE PARTIES AND DIVISIONS 

AMONG THE OPPOSITION. HIW OWN AUTHORITARIAN MANNER HAS DISCOURAGED 
REAL LEADERSHIP WITHIN HIS PARTY AND HIS WELL KNOWN TACTIC OF WOOING 
CERTAIN OPPOSITION LEADERS HAS IN PART BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR 
OPPOSITION DIVISION. 

HURWITCH 
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